Software AG - Delaware Valley User Group Meeting
Penn State Great Valley Campus

106/107 Safeguard Scientifics Bldg


Wednesday, July 12, 2006
8:30 - 9:00 
Continental Breakfast (provided by Software AG)  
9:00 - 9:15 
Greetings and Announcements 

9:15 - 10:30 
Using Natural 4 Features 


Steve Robinson, President, S.L. Robinson & Associates
10:30 - 10:45 
Break (snack provided by Software AG)
10:45 - 12:00
Using Natural 4 Features continued


Steve Robinson, President, S.L. Robinson & Associates
12:00 - 12:45 
Lunch (provided by Software AG)  
12:45 - 1:15 
Review of Change Enhancements  
1:15 - 1:30   
Natural Conference Announcements



Jim Wisdom, Natural Conference President
1:30 - 2:45
Using Predict to Distribute Adabas Utilities to Developers 


Jim Wisdom, Lead Database Analyst, Boston University
2:45 - 3:00 
Break (snack provided by Software AG)
3:00 - 4:00
Roundtable discussion on Adabas and Natural, Programming and Administration 


Leaders: Steve Robinson and Jim Wisdom

4:00 - 4:15 
Closing Remarks - Door Prizes

Abstracts

Using Natural 4 Features

From a programming perspective, Version 4 of Natural has many new features that should be incorporated in any new systems, and some features that should be retrofitted into existing systems.

Selection Boxes (aka pulldown boxes or dropdown menus) are the mechanisms one sees on PC systems. It seems one never has to type a state name or code anymore. There is always the same dropdown menu to select a state. Natural 4 now has such a mechanism. You will want to employ this for a great deal of data entry (eliminates validation code).

There are two new mechanisms for Variables. First, there are looong Alpha and Binary Variables, e.g. A1000000000. Yes, that is nine zeroes, one gig, for a single Variable. There are also DYNAMIC Variables, where you do not specify a length for the Variable; Natural allocates the necessary space.

PREFETCH and MULTIFETCH were always DBA administered options for reducing Adabas Calls. In Version 4, MULTIFETCH becomes a programmer controlled tool. We will discuss both the advantages and the dangers of using MULTIFETCH.

There are two new ESCAPE options. One, MODULE, will be nice for future development. The other, REPOSITION, is an example of a facility that you may want to go back and change some existing code for.

Time permitting, we will also discuss the new OPTIONAL feature for arguments in a Parameter Data Area, Dynamic Direction change (goodbye to that dummy REPEAT loop), SYSOBJH, and a host of other features.

Using Predict to Distribute Adabas Utilities to Developers

Tired of having to execute one file change after the next, especially in pre-Production environments? Do the developers stand by your door tapping their fingers eagerly waiting for you to catch up to their requests? Using Predict - Software AG's dictionary - you can extend its functionality to incorporate the daily work of both DBAs and application development support. Predict delivers views of its repository via SYSDIC DDMs which allow programs to be written against its file system to relate its dictionary data for your own purposes. You can create a System that allows the development staff to complete their work in a more timely manner and a collection of impact analysis tools with much more power. This presentation concentrates on the underlying components of Predict which you can use to allow the DBA to distribute this functionality. 
