SAGGroup

Northwest Region

Change Enhancement Proposal Review

Spring 2006

Change Enhancement Packet

Directions:

Enclosed are the change enhancement proposals entered by the user community for Adabas and Natural that were selected for review by your Software AG User Group (SAGGroup) region.  

Please review the following ten enhancement proposals (five for Natural and five for Adabas).  Your region may discuss these requests at the meeting to recommend whether or not these should be submitted to Software AG R&D.  

Feel free to add your personal comments on ServLine24 under the Request Management System for Enhancement Proposals in advance of the meeting or afterwards, regardless of whether you plan to attend. 

If you are unable to attend, contact your Region President to inquire how you may participate in the voting process remotely. 

C/E Ballot

Spring 2006
	EP Number
	Description
	Rejected
	Accepted – Low
	Accepted – Medium
	Accepted - High

	4154
	ADACMP compress does not allow 1-N option 
	
	
	
	

	3957
	TLSCMD - Time limit for search command parameter wanted on Open Systems. 
	
	
	
	

	3909
	It should be possible to specify the size to decrease in cylinder? 
	
	
	
	

	3795
	Command log layout - number of posted ECBs 
	
	
	
	

	3734
	export/import Data from MF- to OS-ADABAS 
	
	
	
	

	4372
	In batch, have the Natural Debugger display reports in report mode rather than map mode 
	
	
	
	

	4368
	Display GDA Calls in Natural Debugger Call Statistics 
	
	
	
	

	4253
	Reserved error number for user programs 
	
	
	
	

	4241
	Copy error message to the clipboard
	
	
	
	

	4198
	Debugger - Watch variables don't display qualifier. 
	
	
	
	


ADABAS

	Enhancement Proposal # 4154 - 
ADACMP compress does not allow 1-N option




	Product
	Adabas 
	Version
	7.4.3 
	Patch Level
	 

	Platform
	MF 
	Operating
System
	z/OS 
	Operating
System
Version
	1.7 

	Proposal No.
	4154 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	ADACMP compress does not allow 1-N option. For the customers it is not so easy to find the highest occurence for MU,PE. 

Business reason: 

To use 1-N option for PE, MU in ADACMP compress would be much more comfortable and save time for the customers.

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
21 Nov 2005 09:15:24 CET



	Enhancement Proposal # 3957 - 
TLSCMD - Time limit for search command parameter wanted on Open Systems.




	Product
	Adabas 
	Version
	3.3.2 
	Patch Level
	 

	Platform
	UX 
	Operating
System
	AIX 
	Operating
System
Version
	5.1 

	Proposal No.
	3957 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	The mainframe version of Adabas has an ADARUN parameter TLSCMD. This causes the nucleus to estimate the time required to process a complex Sn command. If the estimated time exceeds the setting of TLSCMD, the command is rejected with adarsp007. This can stop complex, long running and CPU consuming searches before they start. The same parameter is relevant for sites with very large files on UNIX. 

Business Reason: 

Complex searches can cause Adabas nucleus processing to grind to a halt which is unacceptable in a shop serving the internet.

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
30 Aug 2005 10:01:31 CET



	Enhancement Proposal # 3909 – 

It should be possible to specify the size to decrease in cylinder?




	Product
	Adabas 
	Version
	7.4.2 
	Patch Level
	 

	Platform
	MF 
	Operating
System
	VSE/ESA 
	Operating
System
Version
	2.7 

	Proposal No.
	3909 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	It should be possible to specify the size to decrease in cylinder like it is possible via adadbs increase. Moreover the datasets needs to be on cylinder boundary in any case. 

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
03 Aug 2005 12:39:38 CET



	Enhancement Proposal # 3795 - 
Command log layout - number of posted ECBs




	Product
	Adabas 
	Version
	7.4.2 
	Patch Level
	 

	Platform
	MF 
	Operating
System
	z/OS 
	Operating
System
Version
	1.6 

	Proposal No.
	3795 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	The "number of posted ECBs in command queue" field has only 1 byte in command log layout (at offset x'13'. See Command Log Formats in Adabas documentation. We have problems to see this number (using PRILOG or any program that lists the command log) when it is higher than 255. In worst case this field should support the NC (number of command queue elemnets) parameter size. Please tell us if this field can be increased. Regards, Celso 

Business Reason: 

If it were correctly recorded in clog we would know exactly how many commands were posted in Command Queue at a specific time. Can be useful during a performance and tuning work. 

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
09 Jun 2005 21:48:21 CET



	Enhancement Proposal # 3734 – 

export/import Data from MF- to OS-ADABAS




	Product
	Adabas 
	Version
	7.4.2 
	Patch Level
	 

	Platform
	MF 
	Operating
System
	VSE/ESA 
	Operating
System
Version
	2.7 

	Proposal No.
	3734 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	It should be possible to import ADAORD-data from mainframe to open systems as much as in the other direction. 

Business Reason: 

It is to complicate to export data from mainframe and import to Open systems. I see it very important for migration projects as much as parallel support of mainframe- and open system-adabas

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
28 Apr 2005 14:42:11 CET



NATURAL

	Enhancement Proposal # 4372 - In batch, have the Natural Debugger display reports in report mode rather than map mode




	Product
	Natural 
	Version
	4.1.3 
	Patch Level
	 

	Platform
	MF 
	Operating
System
	z/OS 
	Operating
System
Version
	1.6 

	Proposal No.
	4372 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	Currently (Natural 4.1), when commands such as "TEST DISPLAY CALL" or "TEST DISPLAY NOEXEC libID pgmname" are used in batch, the reports are displayed as if the user was on-line (i.e., the reports are displayed in map mode). Thus, it is difficult to know how many %K8 commands to put in the job stream to display the entire report. It would make the debugger much more useful in batch (i.e., when *DEVICE is 'BATCH') if DISPLAY functions that are invoked with TEST DISPLAY ... from the Natural command line displayed their reports in report mode rather than map mode (i.e., the reports would use DISPLAY/WRITE/PRINT statements instead of INPUT). When the report reached the bottom, control would then return to the Natural command line. Most other Debugger commands (such as, "TEST LOAD ENV DBGSTATS") that are executed from the Natural command line do their job and return to the Natural command line without extra input data. 

Business Reason: 

The Debugger would be much more useful in batch. When used in batch, it would save considerable time that now has to be spent anticipating how many screens the report might produce. Also, the current display method makes it almost impossible to ask for two Debugger reports in the same job step (for example, "TEST DISPLAY CALL" followed by "TEST DISPLAY NOEXEC libID pgmname") because you have to anticipate the exact number of screens that will be produced for each report. If reports were produced in report mode, multiple reports could be produced in one job step, which would save consider execution time resulting in monetary savings.

	 

	

	


	Enhancement Proposal # 4368 - Display GDA Calls in Natural Debugger Call Statistics




	Product
	Natural 
	Version
	4.1.3 
	Patch Level
	 

	Platform
	MF 
	Operating
System
	z/OS 
	Operating
System
Version
	1.6 

	Proposal No.
	4368 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	Call statistics should be gathered for Global Data Areas (GDA's). The Natural Internals class defines GDA's as executable objects and GDA's are put in the Natural Buffer Pool at execution time. Therefore, statistics for them should be gathered in the Natural debugger call statistics as for any other execution time object, such as programs and subprograms. 

Business Reason: 

An accurate list of execution-time objects is necessary to migrate objects from a test environment to a production environment. An accurate list produced by the debugger would eliminate the manual task of determining which GDA's are necessary for execution of the application, thereby, reducing errors and wasted time.

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
11 Mar 2006 01:46:34 CET



	Enhancement Proposal # 4253 – 
Reserved error number for user programs




	Product
	Natural 
	Version
	4.1.3 
	Patch Level
	 

	Platform
	MF 
	Operating
System
	VSE/ESA 
	Operating
System
Version
	2.6 

	Proposal No.
	4253 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	You have a subprogram which need a parameter that cannot be set by a user entry. Only some parameter values are allowed. If you call this subprogram with an illegal value, NATURAL should stop run in order to show that there was a programming error. Therefore, we use the NATURAL error number 6900, which is not the best choose: 

The following examples were tested with NAT 6.1.1 PL 16 / Win XP and NAT 4.1.3 / VSE. Example saved on PROBLEM-FUSER (10,32): 

Example saved on PROBLEM-FUSER (10,32):

0010 * Special error number

0020 * Subprogram

0030 *

0040 DEFINE DATA

0050 PARAMETER

0060 1 #PARAM (N2)

0070 END-DEFINE

0080 *

0090 DECIDE ON FIRST VALUE OF #PARAM

0100   VALUE 1

0110     WRITE 'Okay'

0120   VALUE 2

0130     WRITE 'Retry'

0140   NONE VALUE

0150 *   Error in program which calls this subprogram.

0160 *   User cannot do anything against this error.

0170     *ERROR-NR := 6900

0180 END-DECIDE

0190 *

0200 END

0010 * Special error number

0020 * Program

0030 *

0040 DEFINE DATA

0050 LOCAL

0060 1 #INPUT  (A2)

0070 1 #COLOUR (A10)

0080 1 #VALUE  (N2)

0090 END-DEFINE

0100 *

0110 INPUT #INPUT

0120 *

0130 #COLOUR := 'yellow'

0140 *

0150 DECIDE FOR FIRST CONDITION

0160   WHEN #INPUT = 'XY'

0170     #VALUE := 1

0180     CALLNAT 'N599210' #VALUE

0190   WHEN #INPUT = ' '

0200     #VALUE := 2

0210     CALLNAT 'N599210' #VALUE

0220   WHEN #COLOUR = 'yellow'  /* no user input

0230     #VALUE := 42

0240     CALLNAT 'N599210' #VALUE

0250   WHEN NONE

0260     IGNORE

0270 END-DECIDE

0280 *

0290 END

The user has no influence upon the colour. If you call the subprogram with the parameter value 42, you'll receive a NAT6900 (NATURAL command processor internal error), which was intended because this is a program error. Using the error number 6900 is a kind of "undocumented feature". Surely, it's not the best to use this number. Receiving a NAT6900, you could contact Software AG support, but this is not what you should do here. 

We want to have a reserved error number which can be used in such cases as shown above. This error number should be documented, too. 

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
04 Jan 2006 11:15:32 CET



	Enhancement Proposal # 4241 - 
Copy error message to the clipboard




	Product
	Natural 
	Version
	6.1.1 
	Patch Level
	16 

	Platform
	PC 
	Operating
System
	Windows XP Professional 
	Operating
System
Version
	Build 2600 

	Proposal No.
	4241 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	If a Natural error occurs, it should be possible to copy the Natural error message to the clipboard.

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
19 Dec 2005 16:19:49 CET



	Enhancement Proposal # 4198 – 

Debugger - Watch variables don't display qualifier.




	Product
	Natural 
	Version
	6.1.1 
	Patch Level
	14 

	Platform
	PC 
	Operating
System
	Windows XP Professional 
	Operating
System
Version
	Build 2600 

	Proposal No.
	4198 
	Status
	User Group Review  
	 
	 

	


	Description

	Watch variables should contain the qualifier of a variable, so that the developer can see which variables that is displayed. If variables with the same name are used in different structures in an LDA/DEFINE DATA statement, adding watch variables for them does not distinguish between them - only taking the variable name as the identifier and not the qualifying structure name as well.

	 

	


	History

Status

Date

 
User Group Review 
09 Dec 2005 14:41:47 CET



