Minutes From Last Meeting

The Northwest Region Software AG User Group met on April 11, 2003, at the Red Lion Olympia Hotel in Olympia, WA. 

Brian Johnson opened the meeting with a presentation on SAGGroup and an overview of operating a regional program. He called for volunteer nominations for user group leadership positions, and asked for interested persons to make known their interest during breaks. 

Craig Larson, of Software AG's sales organization, highlighted some corporate updates including the focus on specific vertical industries, such as state government. He covered the "customer first" focus, where Software AG will find out what the customer does and wants to do, and offers solutions centered around that. 

The keynote speaker of the morning was Chuck Gray, IBM, with a presentation on Linux and Grid Technology. He showed how these technologies were "disruptive and darwinian", how they each break down traditional technological and political silos, and what benefit we should see as a result. 

The meeting broke into two tracks, with Becky Albin presenting two sessions on Adabas v7.4 and beyond in one track. She clarified the path of various Adabas options, such as Parallel and Cluster Services and add-on products, and discussed features introduced since v7 was released. 

In the second track, Dieter Storr from L.A. Times presented Guidelines on How to Web-enable Your ADABAS Data by Using Existing NATURAL Programs. He was followed by Jonathan Kinberg of Software AG presenting EntireX. 

The final session of the two tracks featured Dieter Storr presenting Adabas Recovery techniques in one session, while Tanya Rhodes of Solution Specialists presented Web-enabling Predict. 

The group got back together to hear Tom Philpott reveal the Future of Natural, and then the meeting was closed with prize drawings and closing remarks by Brian Johnson. Several people throughout the day had expressed interest in user group leadership, and decisions are still pending. 

