Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting

October 28, 2005
Columbia, SC
Minutes:

     The meeting was called to order by President Lisa Phipps. She welcomed everyone and reviewed the day’s agenda.  At SAG’s request, she did a short presentation to introduce the group to the online developers community website:  http://developer.softwareag.com.    This site is not like Sag-L or Servline24,  but is specifically designed for Natural developers .  On this site you will get news, technical information (divided into categories) and access to discussion groups and forums (moderated by SAG employees).    Registration is required for posting to a forum, but is not required for read-only access.  The goal of this site is to allow developers to communicate easily and provides links so you can contact SAG administrators directly. 

      She also asked for others to give consideration to serving as President of the User Group for the upcoming term (election 1 ½ years away).  Lisa has served for several terms and would like to see someone new take the position.   She stated that Software AG gives tremendous support to the User Group and does most of the work in planning and implementing the details of the User Group meetings.   The President’s job is mainly to assist in organization,  to help create the agenda for the User Group meetings,  and to assist in the selection of  speakers (with SAG assistance) for the meetings.  Contact Lisa at lphipps@retirement.sc.gov if you have questions or an interest in serving.
     Becky Albin from SAG gave a presentation on the new versions of Adabas to be released this next year:   Adabas v5.1 for Open Systems, and v8.1 for the Mainframe.
     SAG’s goal in Adabas v5.1 for Open Systems is to provide as nearly as possible the same functionality as on the mainframe Adabas.  Among the new features provided in version 5.1 are:  MU and PE occurrences higher than 191 (32K),  Non Descriptor search capability, Long alpha (LA) fields (16K) with maximum 1142 byte descriptors, SQL support, backward compression, no limit on file extents, dynamic hold queue, automatic extension of temporary work space, automatic container file (Asso/Data) file extensions…  and more.   Most of the same features will be available on the Mainframe Adabas v8.1.  Large records will span blocks as needed (no longer restricted by blocksize).   The direct call interface will be enhanced.   And a simplified DB Administration tool (Adabas System Manager) will be provided.   Note: (to soothe the anxiety of the DBA’s !) some of the features must be ‘turned on’ to be available.   
     Another v8.1 provision is a new field type for large blocks of data.  Large object field types (maximum size  2G)  might be any type of data:  JPEGS, web pages, images, fingerprints, AVI files – and more.  The discussion on how these large objects are stored,  and how spanned records with multiple ISN’s will be maintained for the reconstruction of a logical record is more detailed than can be contained in these minutes.    Becky promised that there will be an appropriate ‘Adabas 8 Road Show’ to instruct on Adabas internals and all the new features closer to the release date.
      Tom Philpott from SAG gave a presentation on ‘IT Governance’.  This discussion was specifically requested by one of the SE Region users in light of the Federal ‘Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002’.   IT Governance is defined as the set of policies, processes, and procedures that direct and control what IT does.  The goal of Sarbanes-Oxley is to ensure the reliability of financial reporting.  So, the goal is for an IT staff to maintain, secure and document a well-controlled IT environment in order to be in compliance with Sarbanes-Oxley.
     The specific SAG products offered as possible tools for IT Governance were: (1) Predict Application Control(PAC) for ‘Change Management’,  (2) Adabas REVIEW / Natural Productivity Pack for ‘Monitoring and Reporting’,  (3) Natural Security / Adabas Security for ‘Security’ , and (4) Event Replicator for Adabas / Adabas Vista for ‘Access to Programs & Data’.
     Don Sears, the DBA for SC Retirement Systems, gave a user’s view on Adabas SQL Gateway (ACE – also known as CONNX).   His assessment of the product and its ease of use was very high.
     The Retirement Systems is  running Adabas and ACE on a UNIX platform.  The user community downloads data obtained through ACE queries into MS Access or MS Excel spreadsheets.   In comparison to past products SuperNatural and Esperant, he gave the ACE product a superior rating.
      Although the first attempt to install ACE at SCRS failed (due to parameters residing within the HP-UNIX platform that SAG technicians researched and resolved), the second install was flawless and accomplished in a very short time frame.  The administration of the product and the data views has been very simple.   Training time with users has been minimal (partly due to their previous knowledge and understanding of the business file structures).    And the response time in data retrieval is excellent.   To quote Don: ‘It’s fast.  It installs fast.  It works fast.  It’s just fast!   It empowers users.  Auditors love it.  Financial staff love it.  And users learn quickly’.   The final word from SC Retirement Systems is that ACE is a good product that has saved the IT staff from a multitude of adhoc report requests.  This product is recommended as one that is worth consideration. 

      Steve Robinson of S.L. Robinson & Associates (and author of the publication ‘Inside Natural’) spent the afternoon giving Natural tips, techniques, and enhanced features of Natural 4.
 Steve displayed for the group his ‘pseudo web-like’ calendars and ‘drop-down / select’ data entry fields coded in Natural.   Then he went through real-time demonstrations of some of the code enhancements in Natural 4.   The topics covered were ‘multi-fetch’,  ‘for loops’ vs the ‘examine’ statement,  ‘print’ vs ‘write’,  ‘escape top with reposition’,  and examine ‘direction - backwards’.    He focused particularly on the CPU usage gains in recoding ‘for loops’ as ‘examine string’ when doing data validations,  and the value – and cautions – of using the multi-fetch.   The session was in-depth and informative.  
Lisa Phipps closed the meeting by reminding attendees that their ideas and suggestions for future topics and speakers at User Group meetings are welcomed.   She thanked everyone for attending and ended with the drawings for the door prizes. 
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