Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting

December 4-5, 2006
Columbia, SC
Minutes:

Monday, December 4, 2006 – User Group Meeting.

       The meeting was called to order by President Lisa Phipps.   She welcomed everyone and discussed the special opportunity for training by SAG staff that would be offered during this extended 2-day meeting.   She also explained that although the ‘Natural Assessment Certification’ process would not be finalized until next year,  a preliminary form of the exam would be given that afternoon at no charge to anyone who was interested. This exam would not provide certification, but would provide good information for SAG in determining the requirements for the certification .   This exam would be graded by SAG and the results posted on their web-site.  Access to an individual’s scores could only be attained by use of a private logon code given at the time of the exam to each participant.  There would also be a $5.00 Starbucks coupon given when the test was turned in to encourage all to stay for the exam.
     The first session titled ‘Adabas v8’ was led by Jim Poole (Verizon).  He discussed

the ‘why’, the ‘how’, the internals and performance issues of spanned records, LOBs and MUPEX beyond 191.  Good information was provided for DBA’s as well as some caveats on changing parameters to allow developer access to the new provisions of Adabas 8.
 
     Tom Philpott (Generation Systems Ltd.) gave a presentation on ‘Refactoring Natural Applications: A Tool Based Approach Towards A Service Oriented Architecture’.  He defined refactoring and discussed the benefits.  Code examples done through Natural Engineer demonstrated some of the processes required to refactor legacy applications.  He advocated using an incremental approach that would incur less risk and would result in real value for customers. 
    Eric Wood (SAG) presented ‘Natural for Eclipse’.  He described this as the ‘Next Generation’ for Natural development and demonstrated the windows-like layouts and editors.   He briefly laid out the system requirements and talked about the role that Eclipse plays in the scope of service-oriented development of business applications.     

     The drawing for prizes was held and the meeting was dismissed.  The attendees who were interested in trying the Developers Assessment Exam stayed for the test which was proctored by Eric Wood.
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 – Training 
     The session began with Lisa Phipps reviewing the day’s schedule and introducing Jim Bando(SAG), who provided a very full day of training.
    Jim’s topics concentrated on Natural 4 enhancements/changes that affect application programs, Natural commands and highly-used utilities.  He gave good examples of performance results and the sometimes unexpected results from Natural code.  He stressed that developers need to be sure to understand how the new and enhanced Natural statements behave and urged developers to make better use of the debuggers provided.      
   The final topic was SYSOBJH.  Jim gave a very good synopsis of the major points of this utility’s functionality and requirements for execution.
Respectfully submitted,

Norma Lever

