Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting

November 3, 2000

Atlanta, Ga.

Minutes:

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Lisa Phipps with about 35 people in attendance. Lisa mentioned that elections would be held today for President, Vice President, and Secretary. She also mentioned that she is the only person running for President and asked for additional nominees. We have no one running for Vice President and have only Gary McKeever running for Secretary. Lisa asked for nominees for any of the positions. Faisal Surtee agreed to the nomination for Vice President. The elections were held and the following people were elected:  President - Lisa Phipps,  Vice-President - Faisal Surtee,  Secretary - Gary McKeever.

Mike McDonald from SAGA talked about the previous days announcement concerning the "merger" of SAGA and SAG. Since this had just taken place, little was know. As more is known, we will be kept up-to-date.

Brick Jones from the University of Texas at Austin gave a presentation on his experiences migrating from Adabas V6 to Adabas V7. The University runs an Amdahl 2065C 840 MIP processor. They are running OS/390 V2.8 with 6 databases averaging hundreds of millions of calls daily. They use Natural V2.3.4, Complete V5.1.3, Predict V3.4.2 EntireX V5.2.1, and Adabas V7.1.2. Approximately 20% of their Adabas calls are on-line, 15% Web based and the remaining 65% is batch processing, with over 90% of the transactions are reads. Their conversion schedule was as follows, April 2000 - converted their test database. July 4th - converted production db 1 and production db 4, July 9th - converted production db 3 and production db 6, July 31st - converted production db 2 and production db 5. August 8th - had SMP problems and had to convert production db 2 from V7.1.2 to V6.2.3. On September 29th - converted production db 2 back to V7.1.2. The conversions were easy. There is a utility called ADACNV that does the conversion for you. Steps you should take before the conversion process are, backup the database, be sure you get a clean shutdown with "ADAEND" and get the Plogs copied, run the ADACNV utility, start the db with V7 load libraries, backup the database. If you have problems, you can convert back to your old version, but may need zaps AU712015 and AU712017 if you use some of the new features of Adabas V7. Brick says he likes some of the new features of V7 and believes that the performance has improved.

Jim Wisdom from Boston University gave a presentation on their conversion to Natural V3.1. Boston University runs on an IBM 9672-R55 S/390 Server 265 mips OS/390 V2.6 using Complete V5.1.3, Adabas V2.2.8++, Adabas V6.2.2 (going to V7.1.2). The goals for migration were as follows: Adopt Natural 3.1 as quickly as possible, Identify programming impedances, Identify road blocks, Set a reasonable timetable, and Identify forums required to "get out the word".  When establishing their migration team, they got management support, IT participation, and End-user participation. Some of their migration options were, using a new FNAT and FUSER (the new FNAT requires the USERISN option), using a new FNAT and the old FUSER, using a new FNAT and sharing the FUSER between Natural V2.2.8++ and Natural V3.1 (problematic are the new USR modules- these can cause abends EITHER way - neither upward or downward compatible).  Going to the new version of Natural meant that ADHOC programs needed converting, and old Natural  V1.2 code will not work. Old Natural V2.1 code needs to be recompiled or redone. Jim says you should catall your existing Natural programs before converting to the new version, this way if there are any current outstanding problems you will not associate them with going to the new version of Natural. Jim also mentioned that you should get as many "Technical Papers" as possible (many on Quest). They are all full of good information that can assist in making the transition smoother. We were also informed of some good documents that are out on Jim's own Website and he advised us to take a look at them (WWW.WIZINC.COM).

The meeting was concluded with prize drawings and closing comments by Lisa Phipps.

