Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting

November 22, 2002

Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Minutes:

The meeting was called to order by President Lisa Phipps. She welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending.  Due to the low turnout, the decision was made to wait until the next meeting to hold elections. The decision was also made to only have two (2) meetings per year instead of  the normal three (3) meetings we have had. We hope this may increase attendance.

Ralph Baham from SAG introduced the other SAG employees. Ralph said that maybe there should be a mass mailing to the over 600 customers in the Southeastern region asking for their input for future meeting agendas and locations. Also see if there is any interest in SAG having some kind of education class the day before the Users Group Meeting. Ralph also mentioned that there would not be an Experience 2003. The next conference will be held in 2004. Also that the Natural Conference will not be held in 2003, but will resume in 2004.

Tony Crosta from Decision Technology, Inc. gave a fine presentation on their Decision Analyzer product that accesses Adabas data. This product will satisfy the end-users need for a true, PC interface for reporting and analysis of mainframe Adabas data and satisfy the MIS need to control, secure, and centralize Adabas data. Extract files can be created, spreadsheets can be created or you can just display or print reports. The extract files are a subset of records and fields in a variety of formats and be in detail or summary format. They can also be used to load data into a word processor, spreadsheet, or a database. There are three parts of the Decision Analyzer: Browser/Windows Client, Online Server, and the Data Extraction Engine. Tony gave a very good demo on his product and it was received very well.

Becky Albin from SAG gave a presentation on Adabas and XML – A Unique Advantage. She explained that Adabas and Tamino work closely together and that there are many ways to get to Adabas to web enable it, using such products as Natural Web Interface, Natural Engineer, EntireX XML Wrapper, and EntireX Mediator, just to mention a few. Becky went over the strengths of Adabas and then gave a generic overview of SML, explaining that it separates presentation from content and structure. Becky gave a brief overview on Natural Engineer WebStar benefits saying it makes use of the Natural language, protects your investments, follows the approach of XML supplied XSL clients, and makes use of SML standards. 

Chris Bradley from NatWorks, Inc. gave a presentation on data extraction and change data capture. Chris said that if data extraction from Adabas is the question, then why shouldn’t the answer be Natural? This is the most accepted method of accessing Adabas and the best understood, plus everyone already has it installed. NatQuery has a graphical user interface, embedded Natural intelligence, centralized administration, no mainframe installation required along with ability to easily integrate the PC and mainframe upload, monitor, execute and downloads. All requests are executed in “Batch” and NatQuery handles the JCL. The many features of NatQuery are: automatic linking of up to 5 primary files, support for user defined variables, ability to read sequential files, extraction capability from VSAM & DB2, full support of Natural Security and Adabas Security, integration to Predict, Adabas to XML (on the mainframe) and Adabas to SML/XSL (when downloaded to the PC). The next product Chris talked about was NatCDC, which works with retrieving data from the Adabas protection logs. You can capture transactions that occur against specific files, find out who changed a specific record, and what changes were made. NatCDC converts variable length to fixed length and when used with NatQuery, this will generate all required objects (Parameters, Programs, and JCL). NatCDC handles all Adabas data Structures, is simple to install on the mainframe, is the fastest decompression and has 100% data integrity.

Becky Albin from SAG gave a very good presentation on Adabas V7.4 Update. A tentative release date of December 2002. It is a consolidation of versions 7.1 and 7.2. and is the foundation for new SQL and SMP support. This version of Adabas has Parallel Services, which means cluster support of an Adabas database on a single machine and multiple update nuclei. The Cluster Services gives support for IBM Parallel Sysplex environments. Supported Operating Systems on the mainframe are OS/390 V2 R6-10, Z/OS V1 R4 or higher. VSE and VM will be supported with Adabas V7.4.2. SAG product level compatibility: Natural V3.1 or above, Entire Network V5.8.1 or above, Adabas SQL Server V5.1, Entire Adabas SQL (ESQ) V1.4 or above. Conversion is simple; you run the ADACNV utility, which converts the database to a version 7.4. It can also be changed back to V7.1 if needed. Enhanced backup and restore performance by using IBMs large block support (>32,760) and ADAIOR supports tape drives with block sizes of up to 256k for 3590 devices or 64k for 3490.3490E devices. Need to be careful if shipping tapes to off-site facilities that the center can support these large block sizes. Will be able to have up to 8 PLOGs, CLOGs. LP parm can be up to 2,000,000,000 but Becky suggests a size between 250,000 and 300,000. Becky went over how Adabas Parallel Services would work and some of the benefits such as increased throughput, better response time, and no changes to applications.

Peter Fasano and Paul Murdock from SAG gave a good demo and presentation on Content Management from Stellent. With content growing over 400% a year and most of it being unmanaged, some of the challenges are inefficient projects, lost documents, wasted time, disconnected employees, customers and partners. Benefits of content management: it empowers the users to control their own content, it manages corporate assets and streamlines corporate content flow. Software AG Content Management reduces the burden on IT. Some of the business initiatives are end-to-end content management for a department, division or geographic group. Management, delivery, presentation, security, personalization and searching in a single application. Some key requirements are rapid deployment, ease-of-use, automation with minimal management and complete application with minimal integration. Using XML based content management, it is accepted in industry as open standard for data exchange, enables single-source content management & reuse of content, improves information access and delivery, reduces costs and increases productivity.

Lisa closed our meeting. As a reminder, she told everyone to e-mail her names of people willing to run for office at our next meeting sometime in the Spring of 2003, and that they can sign up for future meeting on the SAG home website.

