Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting

March 15, 2002

Columbia, S.C.

Minutes:

President Lisa Phipps called the meeting to order. She welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. The next meeting will be in Charlotte, N.C. sometime in August 2002, the agenda has not been set at this time. Lisa mentioned the new Web Support (Servline24) available from Quest menu and www.adabasnatural4ever.com for up to date information on Adabas and Natural. She talked about registering for the Experience 2002 Conference in Orlando, Florida May 5 - 8, 2002, also mentioned was the Natural Conference to be held October in Boston.

Ralph Baham from SAG gave a corporate update stating one major goal for 2001 was an increase in partner activities. They had 90 new partners for a total of 300 partners they work with. He discussed ADABAS being the first database to use IBM's 64 bit processor. Ralph then gave us some futures on ADABAS, Version 8 will be released sometime around the fall of 2003, and there will be a release of V7.2 - V7.3 for SMP shops. Adabas Version 7.4 has a scheduled release of mid 2002. This will replace current Adabas SQL Server and will have an integrated Natural date/time support for ODBC/JDBC interface. It will also have support for a SAG License Key.

Enhancements to Version 8 are the lifting of MU/PE limits, increasing number of logical file extents, no longer needing to specify device type, etc. A future of Natural is a Single Point of Development (SPoD). This will assist in crossing the platform gap. Also accessing Tamino XML Server with Natural. A brief overview was given on a few products like Webstar and Natural Engineer.

Steve Robinson from S.L Robinson & Associates, Inc. gave us a presentation on Natural Performance. Steve went into great detail to explain and demonstrate some of the most common mistakes used in the Natural programming language. Steve showed many examples of how a "Find Loop" can cause excessive CPU overhead in everyday programs. He went into detail giving good samples of how programs should and should not be written, along with demonstrating how much time is involved to perform these functions. Working with Arrays compared to a fixed length field, and if an "Examine" statement or "Find" statement performs best. The discussion also focused on the "Read Work File" statement with or without the "record" clause. Validation is performed if NO "record" clause is used; this can cause more CPU consumption and may not be needed. You need to know your data. Steve also touched on lengths of fields and when data gets moved into them. You should align your data so you move the right number of characters/

numbers as the field you are moving in to.  

Jim Bando from SAG presented us selected topics on Mainframe Adabas V7.1. Jim started with the Adasav utility and says we should be using the "DRIVES" parameter to speed up the database backups. He mentioned that if we have really large databases, SAG has a product called Delta that saves only changed blocks that have been made to the database. We should also check to see if the BUFNO parm is being used. A value of 42 is a good starting point for 3390 DASD. We also looked at increasing the "LBP" parm. With previous versions of Adabas, increasing the "LBP" usually increased CPU usage due to the search method being used. This changed drastically with the new version of Adabas, so increasing the "LBP" should aid in throughput. Jim showed how the buffer pools work and how the new search method has sped up processing. He briefly went over one of the new features of V7.1; the Forward Index Compression. (FIC). He says he has yet to come across a file that is not a good candidate for the FIC feature. (This compresses the Associator Indexes and can significantly reduce DASD requirements)

Steve Hamby from SAG gave us a presentation on XML in the Real World. Some of the problems that occur from a relational perspective is lots of tables and the potential to continue to grow along with the expense of complex SQL maintenance, extra data needed to preserve row sequence, possibility of loss of document integrity, etc. Steve mentioned that it would be nice if we could share data across applications, the enterprise, with business partners, etc. without writing a whole lot of extra code. It would also be nice if we would be able to read and understand the data and it's description regardless of whether you're a programmer of a business user. Why use XML? XML is the eXtensible Markup Language, is simple and easy to understand, is dynamic, user-driven, embraces all types of data. Examples of how some companies like Lear, DaimlerChrysler FleetBoard, MCI WorldCom and Leeds & Holbeck. Software AG has taken the leadership in the XML arena with Michael Champion, Michael Kay, Jonathan Robie, Juliane Harbath, Dr. Dietmar Gaerner and Nigel Hutchison to name a few. With Tamino, Software AG has become a worldwide market leader. Software AG is a member of the W3C, which has adopted XML as their standard.  

Lisa closed our meeting and asked for the evaluation forms to be filled out and given to her. She asked for future topics and asked if anything needed to be brought up when she has her conference calls with the other regional representatives.

