Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting

March 18, 2005
Charlotte, NC.
Minutes:

The meeting was called to order by President Lisa Phipps. She welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. She went over the agenda, mentioned elections will be held for President, Vice-President, and Secretary. Also informed everyone that we had a full agenda and we would be having a ‘working lunch’ so we could go over the change enhancements.
Rob Carlson from SAG gave us a presentation on the new SAG product ApplinX. This was released the 4th quarter of 2000 and has over 200+ users worldwide. There are two purposes of the product, one is Access / Re-engineer the other is Integrate / Migrate, these will give you instant secured access to the host and supply host integration services. There is nothing needed on the mainframe. Some unique features are a single server solution, simultaneous multi host protocol support and industry standard code along with web services ‘on the fly’ and multi / local language support.
Jim Wisdom gave a presentation on A Users reaction to Natural 4. Jim pointed out some ‘Gotchas’ in Natural V4 such as substring evaluation in the MASK has been corrected, you may need to replace all USR modules and remove all copies from FUSER, may also need to re-compile all calling routines due to changes in PDA structure. The size of window for ‘Size Auto’ is defined by data, not the length of the title.  “BUS’ will replace ‘SYSBUS’. You are not able to execute Natural code prior to V2.2.  Some of Jim’s top 10 changes are the size of Alphanumeric, Binary Variables, and Data Elements. As an example, the alphanumeric variable (Format A) has increased from 253 bytes to 1 GB. Other top 10 changes include dynamic change of direction for Histogram/Read, End of Range Condition (Ending At) controlled by database, and an OPTIONAL keyword in the Define Data Parameter, just to name a few. Jim’s presentation sparked a lot of questions and was well received.
Lunch was provided and as we were eating, we reviewed the Change Enhancements. The last 15 minutes of lunch were devoted to voting on these enhancements. The following are the results:
CE Number      Rejected         Accepted – Low   Accepted – Medium   Accepted – High

 3506                      0                        0                                4                                6

 3513                      0                        0                                3                                0

 3514                      0                        0                                6                                0

 3517                      0                        1                                2                                1

 3526                      0                        2                                9                                0

 3528                      0                        2                                0                                0

 3550                      0                        0                                0                               15

 3583                      0                        9                                4                                 0

 3589                      0                        6                                5                                 0

 3617                      0                        8                                1                                 0

Jim Wisdom continued after lunch with his Tips ‘N Techniques session. He went over the Xref feature of Predict and explained how to find modules across libraries. He also showed us how to find out if you have accidental external PERFORM labels. Questions asked (and answered) were how do you find out what your mismatched IF/DECIDE structures are? Use the STURCT command (outside the editor). It will list your program and show the structure of the program by using codes to denote such things as repeat loop, if statements, for loops, etc. Another tip was working with Natural dates and the difference between MOVE EDITED and MASK commands. Some tips that had everyone thinking were how to test if all array entries are blank (or zero) and what does the statement MASK (N22) mean. This created quite a discussion on how Natural actually works. Jims last top 10 change went over the EXAMINE statement explaining its benefits in being faster than a for loop as an example. 
Bob Jeffcott from Software AG gave us a presentation on the new SAG product Adabas SQL Gateway. This product is for Adabas customers who need real-time access to Adabas data via SQL reporting tools such as Crystal Reports, Business Objects, MS Office, etc. It uses ODBC, JDBC, OLE DB or ADD.NET as a programming standard for accessing data. Customers can also propagate data down from Adabas to a data warehouse via SQL. These products will help you to place information in the hands of the business user through desktop applications and eliminate the need for moving data from Adabas to a data warehouse for access by SQL applications. A company called CONNX designed the product and in 2003-2004 worked with SAG Adabas R&D to work on the product. It was first released in May 2004 and SAG will provide first level support. Bob discussed future releases and platforms that will be supported. A demo of how the product works along with some of the security features was of interest to everyone. Some companies represented are currently using the product.
Bob also gave a quick presentation on Enterprise Service Integrator (ESI). Components of ESI are Sequence, Validation, Discovery, Transformation, Replication, Aggregation, Gateways, and Logging just to name a few. You can send data out of ESI, integrate to various backend systems, use ESI Gateways (HTTPS, SOAP, EntireX Communicator, e-mail, etc.) have option transformation and get XML returned. The architectural advantages are scalability, redundancy, dedicated deployment, security, backup and restore, management and SLA. Bob gave a demo on how it is ‘Flow charted’ on his laptop
Elections were held and since only one person volunteered for President, Vice-President, and Secretary, the vote was unanimous for the three candidates. Lisa Phipps from South Carolina Retirement Division was elected president again, Denny Fallaw from South Carolina Employment Security Commission was elected Vice-President, and Norma Lever from South Carolina Retirement Division was elected Secretary. These positions are for two (2) years, congratulations to the new officers. Lisa asked for input as to where/when to hold the next meeting and what would people like to see. Since no one responded, we plan to have the next meeting sometime October 2005 probably in Columbia, SC.  Drawing for the door prizes closed our meeting and Lisa thanked everyone for attending. 
