Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting


March 26, 1999


Charlotte, N.C.





Minutes:





The meeting was called to order by President Mike Nivens. Mike wanted everyone to update their address list, and presented the tentative meeting schedule for the rest of the year. Our next meeting is planned for August 27, 1999 at the Terrace Garden in Atlanta, Ga. Our last meeting of the year is planned for sometime at the end of October or early November in Memphis, Tn..





Ken Gross from SAGA Software, presented updates on the SAGATech99 conference coming up in June 99. He said that it will be presented on the East and West coast this year (Reston, VA and San Diego, CA).Ken made his presentation on three products:





CONSTRUCT SPECTRUM - Rapid application development with a GUI front-end.This has an end-to-end C/S generation capability and Visual Basic accessing Natural Servers along with JAVASCRIPT accessing Natural Servers. In the late summer / early fall, Construct Spectrum Web will be released. This will build applications for the WEB, reuse existing applications and deliver many types of presentation layers.





BOLERO - A new application development technology - uses object oriented, based on JAVA code.It will generate JAVA based code, (like Construct does for Natural).





SAGAVISTA - middleware, with seamless integration of todays applications. The architecture consists of: Middleware Servers (MTS, TUX, CICS, MQSeries, DCOM, etc.) Database Servers (ADABAS, other Dbs) Application Servers (SAP, Oracle, etc.)  Will help to eliminate a single point of failure and operates on OS/390 and Window NT platform. It integrates virtually all operating environments within an enterprise.





Jim Poole from MCI gave a presentation on ADABAS Performance Tips and Techniques.


From his many years experience with ADABAS, Jim gave first hand experiences of what to look for when working with ADABAS. The most important thing is response time, next, everyone should have some kind of monitoring tool (REVIEW, TRIM, APAS, etc.). Find out who is creating the most overhead on your machine. Do not do command logging unless absolutely necessary. (Like for debugging a problem). Have programmers cut down on the views of files, only have fields needed in the program, this cuts down on decompression. Make the work dataset as large as possible. You should cache parts of your associator, stay away from caching data storage, unless a small file used frequently. If a company is not at ADABAS V6.2, you could be using more cpu than you should, check parms like NSISN/NQCID/LI/LQ to see what the high-water marks are. LBP and LFIOP are parms that need to be watched carefully, if too large, they can cause system paging and increase CPU usage. In general, Jim said to put ADABAS on the fastest DASD (EMC?), give it the highest priority, and run the utilities in multi user mode, not single user mode (this takes about 80% more time).





�
Lisa Phipps / Don Sears - S.C. Retirement Systems - they gave a presentation on how the S.C. Retirement Systems has successfully developed a Web application for S.C. State Employees. The Electronic Employer Services Application (EES) was developed using iXpress and existing back-end Natural Construct programs. Lisa gave some background information on how the Retirement System has progressed over years:





Migrated from the mainframe to the Unix, re-engineering project using Natural Construct was undertaken. Because of the growth of the Internet, they decided they needed an onsite websever, and had to overcome security issues. With this accomplished, they needed to identify a target group, do a customer survey, and chose a pilot group to work closely with, this involved planning, testing, and getting feedback. Their goal was to allow employers to access their employees data and to allow them to view errors in the data they have sent. This would alleviate the number of employer calls received monthly. With security being a main issue, each employer had to sign a Confidentiality Agreement, was assigned a unique user id and Pin number, was allowed inquiry only, could only get to their employees data, and the data resided on a separate server behind its own firewall, away from the production database. This project has been a success, and more employers will be added soon. For the future, more employers will be added, along with allowing update access, and eventually, letting individual members to have access to their data.





