Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting

April 21, 2006

Charlotte, NC

Minutes:

     The meeting was called to order by President Lisa Phipps. She welcomed everyone and asked participants how they had gotten word of the meeting in order to evaluate if new avenues of notification need to be pursued.    She encouraged everyone to register, if they had not already done so, as a user on the SE User Group list on the Software AG Web.  That is the best way to get email messages and information.    A ‘thank you’ to Deb Watson from SAG was extended for her assistance in putting together the days’ agenda.   

        Lisa asked for preferences on how to evaluate and prioritize Change Enhancements Requests on the list provided by SAG.   The consensus was that people would prefer to have some time to review the items before attempting to prioritize the list.  She will email the list.

     Deb Watson gave a presentation on the product suite name crossvision which was introduced in January 2006.   This is an open, standards-based SOA group of products provided in coordination with other business partners (IDS Sheer, Fujitsu, SAP, Ilogic).  There are six pieces that comprise crossvision, with the part called CentraSite providing the management for the SOA landscape.   There is a parallel of the functionality of Predict with CentraSite.  The goal for crossvision is to provide a way to re-use legacy applications to meet the new, expanding requirements from the business community for data sharing with a modernized web-based front-end.    Business applications become more flexible, maintaining business rules becomes more important, and standardization becomes critical.   Crossvission is a toolset that addresses these issues.   

     Troy Miller, from National Gypsum gave a user’s perspective on implementing SOA with Natural and Adabas, utilizing Enterprise Service Integrator (ESI) .   This company has a business need to manage inventory and production schedules, and to publish customer information on orders and shipping to authorized viewers on the Web.  The goal was to develop a system that is dependable, hardware and operating system independent, graphically pleasing, and with the ability to attach a new user without writing an additional interface.

      The National Gypsum staff developed web services to retrieve data from SQL tables and push requests to the mainframe.   An extensive re-try and recovery process was included so transactions would not be lost if the mainframe was not responding with the goal of ‘guaranteed delivery’ of all data from the Web.   Another process developed was ‘viewing and cleaning’ the Web data to ensure no viruses were inserted.  At this time, data is not maintained on the mainframe directly from the Web transactions.  Messages are collected that must be processed on the mainframe side

       The staff at National Gypsum began this project with a few persons knowledgeable on a specific area of the technology required working together as a committee.  The larger staff with Natural / ADABAS knowledge and experience are being re-trained and brought into the new technology.   

      Mike McDonald from SAG told of a customer in Jacksonville that was a beta site for crossvision.  Their first project was a ‘Travel and Business Expense’ system that provided functionality for business/travel requests, approvals, expense verification, request tracking, payments and audit trails for State auditors.  This was accomplished and eliminated paper forms.   

       Mitch Lowery from SC DSS shared that they were using EntireX –ACI (not RPC) to access Natural modules on the mainframe. With more than 1 million lines of mainframe code and ½ million lines of VB code on the client, they are using Spectrum to create VB6 objects.  He stated that the integration at DSS has been complex and the architecture has been tough.  They plan to use ConnX to provide reporting.  They also plan a future move to Natural Business Services.


Deb Watson spoke about security on Web Services.  EntireX coordinates with RACF or TopSecret.  Also, EntireX takes the User-Id to the application so Natural Application security can be utilized.    It should be noted that this knew technology allows users to enter thru traditional Natural gateways or thru a web portal.  Security must address both.
     Tom Philpott from SAG highlighted the positive report on Natural from Bloor Research group dated January 2006.   He then gave a ‘Natural and Adabas  Update’ report.

      A new Natural development environment based on Eclipse is projected to be released in July 2006.  .  It will provide a framework similar to the open source development environment.  A major feature is that there will be a single look & feel across SAG products. 

     Natural Business Services is a combination of existing products and provides development tools and a run-time infrastructure that supports service-oriented architecture(SOA).  Wizards are a powerful part of this new product. They walk users through all steps to create Business Services, are simple to use, and do not require multiple external steps.  Natural Productivity Pack is similar, but is priced at the user level and may be less expensive – depending on the size of your shop.

     Spectrum was previously Microsoft centric and hard to sell to Java shops.  It will now address both worlds.

     Construct will have new models:  Object-Browse-select (combines the Object-Maint-Subp and Object –Browse-Subp as well as other enhancements), and the Object-Generic-Subp (handles the generation of a ‘wrapper’ subprogram that calls one or more existing subprograms).

       Tom said the release dates for  Adabas 8 are not yet firm.  It is possible that Nat 4.2 (mainframe) may be released before Adabas 8.
      Lisa Phipps closed the meeting by reminding attendees that their ideas and suggestions for future topics and speakers at User Group meetings are welcomed.   She thanked everyone for attending and ended with the drawings for the door prizes. 

Respectfully submitted,

Norma Lever

