Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting


June 2, 2000


Charlotte, N.C.





Minutes:





The meeting was called to order by President Mike Nivens. He welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. Mike mentioned the need for nominations for filling some of the positions in the User Group staff. Please contact Mike for additional information or with names of people who would like to server. The next meeting will be in Atlanta sometime the end of September or early October.





Tom Philpott from SAGA Software gave a presentation on Natural 3. Some of the highlights were: Natural 3.1 is fully compatible with Natural 2.3. Natural 228 customers should migrate directly to Natural 3.1. The intentional incompatibilities for Natural 2.3.3 still apply to Natural 3.1. (Incomplete statement block no longer allowed, assignment of numeric value to alphanumeric field, interception of mismatching array ranges - incorrect results lead to runtime error). Some new system variables: *NET-USER, *OCCURANCE, *SCREEN-IO *SERVER-TYPE, *THIS-OBJECT are offered in this new release. In the WEB arena, Natural 3.1.2 will act as a server in the Client/Server of Web based applications. It will support context retention while eliminating storage bottlenecks. It will also support release of context without termination of Natural server session. With the release of Natural, no new versions of the Natural Advanced Facilities, Natural Connection, and Natural Optimizer Compiler will be needed. Natural Security 312 will allow multiple version of the FSEC file (can be shared by NSC 228 - 233 - 312). The mainframe FSEC can be used by NT and Unix environments. The next version of Natural will offer better performance through enhanced search algorithm based on Hash algorithm, replacement of objects, and Buffer Pool Cache. Also Natural will have an enhanced fast locate table and program load (use Adabas multi fetch option). The next release will also support Adabas V7 features. Tom said he would mail everyone attending a copy of his presentation.








Diane Hardesty  from SAGA Software gave a presentation on Sagavista. She explained it is a Distributed Enterprise Message Broker and a point and click solution for easily integrating ERP, packaged, custom, legacy and database applications into a single, seamless, flexible system. Key components of the product are Messaging Services which comprise a Message Warehouse Service, Enterprise Message Service and a RMI Factory Service, Integration Services which comprise a Routing Service, Transformation Service and an Integration Workbench. The Agent Adapter Services are comprised of an Agent Service, Adapter Component and the ADK. The Management Services is made up of the Auto Software Distribution, Repository Service, Node Services and Admin Console. The logical components of Sagavista are Messages, Adapters, Transformers, Links & Filters, and Hubs. Sagavista allows you to do things that cannot be achieved with traditional MOMs, such as creating complex message flows, reformatting data, and applying filters.  Adapters enable Sagavista to interact with enterprise applications to access data. Transformers have the ability to take information from disparate sources (SAP, etc.) and transform them into a format that the receiving end will understand. Message Hubs store and distribute messages.





Darrell Skildum for SAGA Software gave a presentation on Adabas 7 migration. There is a new conversion utility that will run to do the conversion for you. (ADACNV). The steps involved are: shut down the current nucleus, run the conversion utility, start the nucleus of the new version. This utility will support multiple Adabas versions, and also backward conversions if a problem occurs. Some highlights of Adabas 7 are, better performance through forward index compression, new buffer pool algorithm, asynchronous buffer flush, and improved SQL support. Improved 24 X 7 support is made possible with online inverts, online reorders, multi threaded regenerates, free space table extension. Adabas futures include more than 5 datasets for associator and data, more than 5 logical extents for files, multiple PLOGS (more than 2), no limits on MU/PE occurrences.





Cole Garret from SAGA Software gave an in depth presentation on EntireX. This product is middleware to achieve open enterprise computing. It is a message oriented middleware and facilitates open point-to-point integration solutions. It acts as a switchboard - the sender and receiver programs have no direct contact. The two components of EntireX are, EntireX DCOM , which is Microsoft's distributed component object model extended to non-Microsoft platforms such as UNIX and OS/390. The other component is EntireX Broker, which is a message delivery system. It is a framework for integrating existing applications and developing new applications throughout the organization. It is a quick, reliable, scalable and secure way to bring mainframe systems to Windows and Web users desktops. With EntireX, you are able to integrate across platforms, from mainframe to UNIX and the Windows Internet desktop. The developers are able to build application components in any language or "wrap" legacy applications and reuse them across the enterprise, this allows users transparent access from familiar Windows environment and Microsoft applications.





�
Lisa Phipps gave a brief description of what is taking place with the SAGA Enterprise Council. She mentioned they split into two groups and are focusing on the two main products for now, Adabas and Natural. At our meetings, she will keep us informed as to the progress of the Council’s actions.





