Southeast Region Users’ Group Meeting


August 27, 1999


Atlanta, Ga.





Minutes:





The meeting was called to order by Vice President Lisa Phipps with about 30 people in attendance. Lisa said they are working on getting on-line registration for the meetings and that the next meeting will be in Orlando sometime in January 2000.





Keets Mehta from SAGA gave an overview of the SAGATech99 conference. There were over 500 attendees, 7 guest speakers from such companies as IBM, SUN, Gartner Group, etc.


There were four different tracks: ADABAS, SAGAVISTA, APPLICATION ENGINEERING, and SAGA SERVICES. Some of the new products presented were BOLERO, IEXPRESS 3.0 and SAGAVISTA.





John Guerin with New Dimension Technology gave a presentation on using SAGA tools Construct and Natural for DB2 to build the CHIPS system. This system was a 5-year project. It takes into account Human Resources, Accounting, Fleet Management, Inventory just to name a few. Some of the reasons they decided to build the system instead of buying a system was because it was unique to Public School Administrators, the current system is 20 years old and does not tie together with other systems, new development tools were needed. The reason Construct was used is it helped reduce development time, established development standards, and it was portable across platforms. Some things learned were not to change any models or add any new models, don’t stray away form original plan, user involvement and interaction needs to be there from the start.





Mark Braukhoff from SAGA gave a presentation on Natural 2.3 – A handout from the SAGA Technical Papers was made. Some key items discussed were: Create new FNAT file when installing Natural 2.3. You can use your current FUSER but you will need an INPL fix. The other System Files (Checkpoint, Adabas Security, etc.) need no modifications.


SAGA products no longer use the System library on your FUSER file. Objects changed under Natural 2.3 will not execute under Natural 2.2. If you have a corrupted FUSER, it will normally be indicated by an ABENDS0C3 when executing command SYSPROD or SYSPROF.


Some buffer parms no longer needed are: FSIZE, USIZE, AVERIO, LFILMAX, EXTFUB, SORTSZE, just to name a few. These buffers are now dynamically allocated and can change during a session. The Global Buffer Pool no longer uses an SVC. Natural 2.3 now verifies the AMODE of a module before calling the external module. Numeric data is handled differently from Natural 2.2. Natural 2.3 objects take up more space in the buffer pool, this buffer will need to be increased.





Becky Albin from SAGA gave a presentation on ADABAS 7. The tentative release date is end of 1999. Some key points with this release of ADABAS are 24x7 support, performance, communication, and improved utilities. In the 24x7 area, you will be able to do online inverts and reorder of the database, nucleus background processes, multi-thread regenerates (which will be much faster than the current single thread regenerates). In the performance area, there are new buffer pool algorithms that make for faster searches. A forward index compression that saves DASD space and reduces I/O. Adabas 7 will have TCP/IP, which means we would no longer need Entire Network on the mainframe. Some other new features is you will get a more detailed explanation for some errors, refreshable high-water marks, be able to unload a file from an ADASAV backup. There are few new operator commands, ALOCKF, RALOCKF, RALOCKA, SMGT, TCPIC, along with some new Adarun parms: AOSLOG, ASYTVS, ATM, BATCH, CDXnn, DSFEX1, just to name a few. They have enhances some of their utilities like Adarep, Adauld, Adasav, Adarai, Adares. Some things that are being planed for the future for Adabas are automatic space management, IBM workload manager support, native Java and other OO interfaces, all Adabas parameters will be adjustable online.





Mark Braukhoff from SAGA presented an overview of their newly organized function Web-based Customer Services. The mission is to give the best possible service that is tailored to your needs, resolve product related problems, and to increase our knowledge of how their products work. Some of the benefits are Consistency because the same info is available to everyone and there is only a single source on information. Quality, this will reflect the best of what SAGA knows, and Accuracy because the knowledge will be available in written form, there will be a record of the communication, and a sharing of applications.  Some new Quest features are, speed of use, one to one emphasis – they know who we are and what our needs are, proactiveness – this is a “we thought you might like to know” feature, and will keep you up to date on new products and enhancements.











